
Student Teaching Lesson Plan
Theme: Abstract Expressionism 
Lesson Title: Expressionist painting
Grade Level: 1st
Time: 2 hours
Art Concept: Artists use expressionism techniques to create completely non-figurative paintings. 
Artmaking Processes and Techniques: drawing, collage, gluing, cutting, painting
Art Elements/Principles of Design: Color, line, shape, repetition
National Standards: Copy and paste the standards your students will address in this lesson 
State Goals, Learning Standards and Benchmarks: Copy & paste whole standard
Comprehensive Components:  AH, AE, AP, AC

Domains: C1, C2. C3. C4. C5. C6, A1
Overview:  Students will learn about two major artists, Jackson Pollock and Jane Frank. Students will learn through examples of these artists' work the processes and philosophies of  abstract expressionism. Students will create their own abstract expressionism paintings motivated by the collage styles of Jane Frank and the painting styles of Jackson Pollock. 
Rationale: By learning about the historical processes behind abstract expressionism students will learn that art doesn't necessarily have to be about anything to be be considered valuable to an audience. Students will learn to value their own art, as it may not always be as realistic looking as they sometimes wish. Students will develop their problem solving skills by learning how to create art without having a particular goal in mind or idea to convey. 
Objectives

As a result of this unit, students will

	Artmaking:  Create an abstract expressionist mixed media work using collage and painting techniques on a 12x18 piece of paper. 


	Historical/Cultural Context: Orally identify images of Pollack and Frank by techniques, media, and possible 


	Criticism: Orally describe one way in which abstract expressionist art can still convey emotion or ideas without using figures or objects.  


	Aesthetics: Orally defend whether or not they believe abstract expressionism is as valuable as traditional art works or other abstract styles of work.  


Participation: demonstrate a willingness to learn about Jackson Pollack, Jane Frank, and abstract expressionism by positively contributing to the discussion during the lesson and participating in the art making activities.  (A1)

Vocabulary
	Artmaking

	Collage

Organic
Expression

Abstract

Gesture

	Historical/Cultural 

	Jackson Pollack
Jane Frank


Motivation: Images of Pollack and Frank's  work. Possible video of Pollack drip painting. 
Student Pre-requisite: Experience in drawing, cutting, gluing, painting
Instructional Methods: Group activities and discussion, teacher demonstrations, power-point presentation, hands-on learning.
Learning Activities

Historical/Cultural, Art Criticism, Aesthetics

Day 1

Procedure 
Set Induction: Prezi introducing artists (10min) 
1. Display images of Jackson Pollack and Jane Frank.

2. Students will be asked to point out lines and shapes that they see in each image. 

3. Students will be asked to think about how the artists created their lines and shapes with paint and collage. 

4. Students will learn about abstract expressionism

5. Students will determine what, if any, type of feelings or mood might be conveyed in the art work. 
Materials:  12x18 white paper, colored paper, pencil, scissors, glue, marker, digital images
 (Teacher Directed): Demonstrate collage techniques(5 min)
1. Teacher will explain how to draw and cut organic shapes from construction paper. 

2. Teacher will explain that rather than thinking too hard about making shapes that look like recognizable objects, it is more about drawing with gestural motions and limited thought. 

3. Arranging the shapes onto the paper should be done with consideration about where the shapes might go together best. 

4. First arrange, then glue. 
5. Fill the paper with various shapes and sizes. 
6. Early finishers will draw gestural lines with crayon. 

(Guided Practice) Students will: Begin collage. (35min)
1. Students should finish collages during this class period. 

Clean up: (5min)

Artmaking

Day 2

(Teacher Directed): Recap (10min)
1. Teacher will ask what abstract expressionism is,  what artists were taught. 
2. Demonstrate drip painting techniques.

3. Teacher will have a drip painting station on the striped table. 

4. Students will be asked to bring their collages to the table and drip paint onto their work.

5. Students will choose 2 tempura colors

6. Students will take their work to the drying rack

7. Students will then work on an art word worksheet. 

 (Independent Practice) Students will: Finish their expressionist art work. (30min)

1. Students who have finished drawing lines with crayon will come to drip paint station and paint their work. (max. 2 or 3 at a time, when called upon)

2. Students waiting will draw onto their collages with crayon.
Clean up: (5min)
(Guided Practice) Students will: Complete worksheet on lesson. (10min)
1. Five question worksheet, multiple choice.

(Closure) (5min)
1. Review worksheet
Adaptations: Verbal, visual, group, and individual activities, organic shape templates. 
Enrichment:  
Activities for Early Finishers: Vocabulary work sheet 
Assessment of Student Learning

	Artmaking:  Created an abstract expressionist mixed media work using collage and painting techniques on a 12x18 piece of paper. 


	Historical/Cultural Context: Orally identified images of Pollack and Frank by techniques, media, and possible 


	Criticism: Orally described one way in which abstract expressionist art can still convey emotion or ideas without using figures or objects.  



	Aesthetics: Orally defended whether or not they believe abstract expressionism is as valuable as traditional art works or other abstract styles of work.  

	Participation:  Teacher Observation, Worksheet assessment
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