
Student Teaching Lesson Plan
Theme: Realism and Abstraction
Lesson Title: Self Portraits
Grade Level: 1st
Time: 1 hour 50 minutes

Art Concept: Artists simplify colors and shapes to create unique works of that make the mind wonder. 
Artmaking Processes and Techniques: drawing, collage, gluing, cutting. 
Art Elements/Principles of Design: Color, line, shape
National Standards: Copy and paste the standards your students will address in this lesson 
State Goals, Learning Standards and Benchmarks: Copy & paste whole standard
Comprehensive Components:  AH, AE, AP, AC

Domains: C1, C2. C3. C4. C5. C6, A1
Overview:  Students will learn about two major artists, Mondrian and Picasso. Students will learn through examples of these artists' work the differences between realism and abstract art. Students will also learn about what a portrait is. Students will then create their own abstract self portraits. 
Rationale: By learning about the historical processes behind abstraction students will learn that it takes a great amount of skill and thought to create images that at first seem simple. Students will learn to value their own art, as it may not always be as realistic looking as they sometimes wish. Students will develop their problem solving skills by learning how to create a figure out of simple geometric shapes. 
Objectives

As a result of this unit, students will

	Artmaking:  Create a self-portrait on a 12x18 piece of construction paper using a combination of 9 geometric shapes cut from colored paper. 


	Historical/Cultural Context: Orally identify images as either abstract or realism.  


	Criticism: Orally describe one way in which abstract art is similar/different to realism. 


	Aesthetics: Orally defend whether or not they believe abstract art is as valuable as realism. 


Participation: demonstrate a willingness to learn about portraits, abstraction, and realism by positively contributing to the discussion during the lesson and participating in the art making activities.  (A1)

Vocabulary
	Artmaking

	Collage

Portrait

	Historical/Cultural 

	Abstract
Realism


Motivation: Images of Mondrian and Picasso's work. Video on Picasso. 
Student Pre-requisite: Experience in drawing, cutting, and gluing. 
Instructional Methods: Group activities and discussion, teacher demonstrations, power-point presentation, hands-on learning.
Learning Activities

Historical/Cultural, Art Criticism, Aesthetics

Day 1

Procedure 
Set Induction (<5min) 
Display an abstract portrait of Picasso and a realism portrait of Mondrian. 

Teacher asks, what type of paintings are these? Which is  better?
Materials:  12x18 white paper, pre-cut geometric shapes (colored paper), pencil, scissors, glue, marker, digital images, Picasso video. 
 (Teacher Directed): Introduce Abstract art and Realism.  (15 min)
1. In a PowerPoint presentation, the teacher will display images of Mondrian and Picasso's earlier Realism paintings.
2. Explain how Picasso at the age of 14 was painting very realistic portraits.  
3. As the slides progress the works begin to shift towards abstraction.

4. As each slide passes the teacher will ask the students what they see changing.
5. Final slide of abstract self portraits of Picasso and Mondrian.
6. Ask students why, if these artists were so great at painting things real, did they continue to simplify their work over their career? 

7. Explain that the process of abstraction or simplifying is actually a very complicated and thoughtful process. 

8. Teacher will then explain to students that they will be creating their own abstract self-portraits. 

(Guided Practice) Students will: Complete abstract figure work sheet.(10min)

1. Students are given a worksheet that has simple geometric shapes.

2. Students will pick and choose from the shapes and draw them where they feel best on a blank face. 

3. Students will be encouraged to be creative and use positions of the shapes to create expressions. 
 (Teacher Directed): Demonstrate collage self portrait.(<10 min)
1. Teacher will demonstrate how to create a portrait using collage and pre-cut geometric shapes.

a. Teacher will express the importance of laying out all the pieces before gluing.  
b. Beginning by drawing and cutting a semi-circle shoulder area at the bottom, corner to corner.

c. Next, a cylindrical shape for the neck.

d. Over the neck, the head. 
e. Glue these before proceeding. 

f. Now, choose what pre-cut shapes for the eyes, ears, nose, and mouth. 

g. When everything is laid out, begin to glue. 

h. After gluing is complete, add details with black marker. 
(Independent Practice) Students will: Begin work on portraits. (15min)
1. Students will begin by drawing and cutting their shoulders, neck, and head.

2. If the students have time they will glue these onto their 12x18 paper. 
Artmaking

Day 2

(Teacher Directed): Recap (5min)
1. Teacher will ask what abstract means, what a portrait is. 

2. Demonstrate process of laying out shapes for face and then gluing. 


 (Independent Practice) Students will: Finish self portraits. (30min)

1. Students will complete gluing their facial shapes.

2. When gluing is finished students may add hair and other details to their portraits with marker. 

Clean up: (5min)
(Teacher Directed): Watch Picasso video.(5min)

(Guided Practice) Students will: Complete worksheet on lesson. (5min)
1. Five question worksheet, multiple choice.

(Closure) (5min)
1. What is abstract?
2. What was your favorite part of the lesson? 
Adaptations: Verbal, visual, group, and individual activities. Pre-cut materials.  
Enrichment:  Students can draw their own geometric shapes for their faces. 
Activities for Early Finishers: Look at Picasso magazine, read from class library, draw. 
Assessment of Student Learning

	Artmaking: Students created a 12x18 self portrait using collage. 


	Historical/Cultural Context: Students identified Abstract and Realism paintings. 


	Art Criticism: Students explained the difference between abstract and Realism. Students defined what a portrait and self portrait is. 


	Aesthetics: Students defended whether abstract art was as valuable as an art form as Realism. 


	Participation:  Teacher Observation and Checklist


** Developed and written by David Sorokowski **
